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GNRC Fourth Forum Organizing Committee Members

Dr. Mustafa Y. Ali -

The Chairman of the
Organizing Committee.
He is currently the
Secretary General of
the African Council

of Religious Leaders
(ACRL—R{P) and the
Africa Representative of
the World Conference of Religions for Peace (WCRP). He
is also the GNRC Africa Coordinator.

Sr. Jean Pruitt, an
American Maryknoll
Sister, is the Chairperson
of the local hosting
committee. She has
founded a number of
organizations in Tanzania
including the Tanzania

Mozambique Friendship
Association (TAMOFA) and the Dogodogo Centre
(Tanzania’s leading street children centre).

Ms. Marta Palma is
currently the advisor

on Children’s Issues to
the General Secretary

of the World Council of
Churches. She studied
sociology, social work and
theology and is currently
working on a Ph.D. in
Theology with the San
Francisco Theological
Seminar.

Mr. Atsushi Iwasaki
serves as GNRC
Secretary General
for Arigatou
International
headquarters in
Japan. He has been
working with the
GNRC since its
inauguration in the
year 2000.

Mercedes Roman
is an Ecuadorian
sociologist who has
dedicated her work
and life to women
and children’s
rights. She has a

- - broad academic
—

background with
studies in anthropology, philosophy and sociology
of religion.

Archimandrite
Prof. Qais Sadiq
is founder and
President of

the Ecumenical
Studies Center
and the Orthodox
Youth Fellowship,
in Jordan, a
lecturer and a
counselor. He is also a Member of the Higher
Jordanian National Committee for Youth and
Child Strategy (2003-2014).

Mr. Abubakar F. Kabwogi is the Secretary General of the Fourth Forum. He

has 15 years” experience in Inter-religious cooperation work and has served as
Special envoy of WCRP Secretary General in Africa. He is also the Founding
Secretary General of the African Council of Religious Leaders. Currently he is
the RfP Special Envoy to Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIS) and Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO).

Ms Evi Guggenheim
Shbeta is GNRC
Coordinator for Israel.

Dr. Vinya S. Ariyaratne is
Executive Director of the
Sarvodaya Shramadana
Movement of Sri Lanka,
and Member of the
Board, Child Protection
Authority of Sri Lanka.He
is a physician specialized
in community medicine/
public health.

Ms. Agneta Ucko,
(Switzerland), is Director,
Arigatou International -
Geneva.

Mr. Stephen Hanmer
(Paraguay), Civil
Partnerships, UNICEE,
New York.

Ms. Meg Gardinier
(United States) is
Director, World Day of
Prayer and Action for
Children, at Arigatou
International’s office in
New York.

Filipe Alimo
Furuma is the
Policy Officer

in charge of
NGOs’ Economic
and Social
Development in
the African Union
Commission
(AUC), under
the Directorate
of Citizens and Diaspora (CIDO). He is also the
Desk Officer for the Interfaith Dialogue Forum,
which was established in June 2010 in Abuja,
Nigeria.
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Former Child Soldiers’ Stories at the
GNRC Fourth Forum

Two child participants who attended the children’s pre-meeting and the main Forum
(Joseph Kony Junior, from Gulu, Uganda and Bafakulera Mpela from the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC)—aged 16 years) both of them former child soldiers, individually
expressed their appreciation to the Forum organizers for affording them what they saw
as a chance of a lifetime to meet, interact and share experiences with other children
from around the world. While in the pre-meeting, they participated in the trainings and
experience sharing activities where they role-played as perpetrator of violence and father
with familial responsibilities respectively. It was a learning experience not just for the
victims of armed violence but also for other children living in relative comfort. They both
were outstanding and not only enjoyed themselves immensely but entertained the other
children as well in spite of language barriers (especially for Joseph Kony Junior—who
only expressed himself to the others through an interpreter).

As narrated by his conference chaperone Mr. Patrick Loum, the 16 year old Joseph Kony
Junior was born in captivity. Both his mother and father were abducted and conscripted as
fighters within the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA). Joseph Kony Junior’s father was killed
by Joseph Kony on allegations that he was plotting to kill him a few months after the birth
of Junior. His mother is alive and engages in hawking activities to support her family
including Junior who is currently back to school and preparing to sit his final primary
school exams at the end of the year to allow him to proceed to secondary school.

Bafakulera Mpela, a former child soldier from the DRC, in an interview
gave this story:

I was born in a poor family of ten children in South Kivu, Democratic Republic of
Congo. I am now 16 years old. I was abducted by the Mai Mai militia group sometime
in 2006 at the age of 10. I was in my fifth year of primary school then. My role in
the army was to store a magic solution known as the solution of invulnerability’
that was believed to protect soldiers from any harm during fighting. I also helped
cook for the commanders and search for food from the villages. Anybody in the
village, who resisted our attempts, would find his/her lips pierced and a lock inserted
but with a key placed on one hand. I participated in battle against one rebel group
once. Parents were allowed to visit us in the bush, and one time they found I was
very sick and requested the commanders to release me: something they did at a fee.
Back in the village my life was very miserable since I always remained a suspect
whenever any crime was committed by other people. My parents requested my
uncle to live with me. My uncle was ready to support my formal education but I no
longer had the desire and I opted instead to pursue a course in Welding at Let Africa
Live Vocational Training Centre. The little money I now earn supports me and my

parents and I hope to be able to support my two younger siblings in their education
from next year.

Regarding the GNRC Fourth Forum, Mpela could only marvel at the good fortune
that had enabled him—one ‘who lived in the forest as a child soldier, with feelings of
worthlessness, uneducated and illiterate’—to greet the president of Tanzania Mr. Kikwete
and his wife Mrs. Salma Kikwete and more so sit between his feet! T dreamed of travelling
by plane one day, but now this has come to pass!’ T have felt the love of high ranking
people and children of all races! From the forum I have learned many things: how to use
the money I make, do not waste; poverty exists but you and I can find a solution; never
say die. I have also made so many friends despite the difficulty of language’
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